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Initiative for Regulation of Outdoor Lighting , Slovenia

Comprehensive  Approach  to 
Regulation  of  the  Problems , 

Caused  by  Artificial  Lighting  AN



References and Competncies
·Detailed overview on situation in Slovenia and parts of other countries

·Experience with rationalisation of problematic projects at the local 
level, including raising awareness of local authorities and the general 
public

·Head of municipal commission for the audit of public lighting

·Head of the Committee for Limiting the Negative Effects of Lighting at 
the Slovenian Lighting Society

·Member of the working group for amending the Decree on limiting 
values of light pollution at the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial 
Planning of the Republic of Slovenia

·Active participant at international discussions and events in the last 
few years

·Main area of interest: road and street lighting in non-urban areas



GOALS AND MEASURES TO ACHIEVE THEM
1. Complete: Comprehensive control of side effects of 
outdoor lighting 
a. Limit light pollution and its negative impacts 
b. Preserve space; landscape, character of settlements, 
experience of space Ɏ 
c. Minimise  energy  consumption  
d. Optimise  financial  expenditures

2. Narrow: Limit light pollution and its negative impacts
a. Prevent impacts on the living world and ecosystems 
b. Prevent disturbances to humans (intrusive light, glare 
Ɏ) 
c. Minimise  sky glove 
d. Avoid changing the natural night where not 
necessary (any artificial light is a pollution!) 



Negative aspects of outdoor lighting

·ɆPracticalɄaspects
·Impacts on live nature, including humans ; energy 

consumption

·Impacts on human activities, e.g. astronomy

·Environmental ethics
·Preservation of natural environment; are we allowed to 

completely anthropize the Earth?

·Are we allowed to light up every village, side -street, 
connection road, crossroad, highway junction Ɏ?

·Aesthetics  of  space
·Landscape  and cultural  environment  preservation

·Aestheti c solutions



Where  are the  limits ?

Will we behave  as 
ABSOLUTE MASTERS of  the  Earth 

or will  we take ONLY WHAT WE REALLY NEED? 

We live in a technical  (sometimes  even totalitarian !) 
civilisation  



Who/what rules the world?

Prevlada razsvetljave nad svetom in svetim!

Dominanceof lighting over the world and the sacred!



Where  are we in problem solving?

We are making progress, but even 
the basic starting points are not 

sufficiently clarified



a single case: a beautiful  hotel



more cases: a trend



even more cases: a general trend



evolved trend: an ecological and a spatial problem



similar cases (privat b.): an extended trend/problem



an entire subfield ɀ decoration + practical use l.: one 
of the biggest threats for further  rise of light  pollution









Where  are the  limits  of  decoration  lighting ?



ȴlightȬ road lighting



ȴheavyȬ road lighting















ɊEverything is done correctly, but at the 
same time nothing is done correctly!Ɉ     

(I. Zorko)
Everything is done according to 

unidimensional  rules, but itɄs not 
harmonic  and doesnɄt suite into this 

space
 



Is lighting  needed /recommended  here ?



Until 2000: <10 lights ;
1st stage: SECURITY and partly comfort;

main 3 crossroads and centrum



Y. 2024: 130 lights ;
2nd stage: COMFORT and partly security , where this 
makes sense; mainly pavements and parking on the 
main axis; exaggerated projects



Y. 2050: 500 l ights ;
3rd stage: EXTREME COMFORT, which turns into its 
opposite; total illumination of all streets in all villages, 
negligible needs

+200 m1-2 km

2 km

8 km



Croatian news portal: "An unusual light 
appeared above Ljubljana, it is known what it is"  


